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senior English majors responding (a complete sample of those seniors), results were 
as follows: 
--11 seniors responded that access to these off-campus programs was “very 
important” or “extremely” important” (4-5) 
--7 seniors were “neutral” (3),  
--1 seniors responded with “slightly important” (2) 
--no seniors responded with “not at all important” (1). 
Overall, these results indicate that our department’s leadership in off-campus 
programs plays a significant role in effective recruiting.  
     Disruptions to off-campus programs during COVID-19 have not helped our 
department’s recruiting efforts, but we are hopeful that those programs will recover 
their stability (and effective role in recruiting) in this next season. We continue to 
highlight these programs when discussing our department with prospective and 
current students.  

Item: “Your report was thorough and thoughtful, 
but we would welcome seeing the RAFT + TIP in the 
appendix.” 

Response: John Bean’s RAFT + TIP acronym for designing effective writing 
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II 
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Program 
Learning 
Outcome 

PLO #3 
 
Graduates of the English major will . . . 
 
3.     Identify how literary writers have alluded to the Bible and other religious texts in order to achieve particular rhetorical 
effects—for example, in addressing issues of justice. (Identifying Religious Rhetoric PLO) *adopted Jan. 2020 following 
CUPA assessment 
 

Who is in 
Charge 
/Involved? 

As the course instructor for ENG 192 (Capstone), Sarah Skripsky was in charge of the direct assessment of student writing 
samples.  She assigned the relevant essay response for direct assessment of PLO #3 and evaluated those samples.  
 
All English faculty co-designed the senior exit survey in Spring 2021 and discussed results at our May 2021 department 
retreat. 

Direct 
Assessment 
Methods 

We collected relevant student writing samples from ENG 192 (Capstone), Spring 2021. In these writing prompts, students 
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Question 4 of this survey focused on PLO #3: Identifying Religious Rhetoric in Literary Studies. [Among our department’s 4 
key goals for graduates, the third is to identify religious rhetoric in ways particular to literary studies: i.e., to identify how 
literary writers have alluded to the Bible and other religious texts in order to achieve particular rhetorical effects—for 
example, in addressing issues of justice. To what extent do you agree with this statement?: “I feel confident in my ability to 
identify religious rhetoric in these ways.”]  
 
Students responded to this question using a 5-point Likert scale with responses ranging from “strongly agree” (5) to 
“strongly disagree” (1). 

Major 
Findings 

Writing samples (direct assessment): All 16 seniors in ENG 192 (Capstone) responded to one of the two required prompts 
(responding to Sayers or Smith). All writing samples demonstrated that students could perform at a “Developing” or 
“Mastery” level in relation to PLO #3. 
 
Survey (indirect assessment): 





 8 

 

III. Follow-ups 

Program Learning 
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IV. Appendices 
--Appendix A: Senior exit survey, Spring 2021: data for all 4 PLOs (questions 2-5) 
--Appendix B: Direct assessment of PLO #3: Student writing samples (faith-learning samples) from ENG 192 (Capstone) 
--Appendix C: “RAFT + TIP” section from John Bean’s Engaging Ideas (2nd ed.) 


