
Annual	  Assessment	  Report	  
Department:	  Philosophy	  
Date:	  9/15/2014	  
Department	  Chair:	  Taylor	  

I. Program	  Learning	  Outcome	  (PLO)	  assessment	  
	  

Program	  
Learning	  
Outcome	  

Reasoning	  Abstractly	  

Who	  is	  in	  
Charge	  

Taylor	  

Direct	  
Assessment	  
Methods	  

Selected	  questions	  on	  tests	  administered	  in	  PHI-‐12	  (Critical	  Reasoning	  and	  Logic)	  administered	  in	  the	  spring	  of	  2014	  

Indirect	  
Assessment	  
Methods	  

None	  

Major	  
Findings	  

We	  are	  still	  in	  the	  process	  of	  isolating	  the	  test	  questions	  that	  we	  will	  be	  using	  to	  collect	  our	  data.	  Taylor	  administered	  8	  
tests	  in	  his	  spring	  2014	  Critical	  Reasoning	  and	  Logic	  course	  (PHI-‐12).	  Only	  some	  of	  the	  questions	  on	  these	  tests	  are	  
relevant	  for	  the	  assessment	  of	  student	  learning	  relative	  to	  the	  three	  Reasoning	  Abstractly	  SLOs.	  We	  will	  place	  the	  relevant	  
questions	  into	  the	  appropriate	  SLO	  categories	  and	  then	  determine	  how	  well	  the	  students	  did	  on	  each	  of	  these	  questions.	  
Once	  we	  have	  done	  that,	  we	  will	  have	  a	  basis	  on	  which	  to	  determine	  whether	  at	  least	  80%	  of	  the	  students	  in	  the	  class	  
demonstrated	  proficiency	  in	  each	  of	  the	  three	  areas	  (that’s	  our	  benchmark).	  We	  hope	  to	  have	  these	  results	  soon.	  

Closing	  the	  
Loop	  
Activities	  

We	  will	  discuss	  closing	  the	  loop	  in	  this	  area	  later	  this	  fall	  after	  we	  are	  finished	  organizing	  our	  data	  and	  talking	  about	  what	  
the	  data	  show	  about	  student	  learning	  in	  this	  area.	  

	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

II. Follow-‐ups	  

Program	  
Learning	  
Outcome	  

Skills	  

Who	  is	  in	  
Charge	  

Vander	  Laan	  



	  
 

Program	  
Learning	  
Outcome	  

Integrating	  the	  Major	  Discipline	  

Who	  is	  in	  
Charge	  

Taylor	  

Major	  
Findings	  

All	  five	  students	  averaged	  at	  least	  “proficient”	  in	  two	  of	  the	  three	  areas	  specified	  in	  the	  “Integrating	  the	  Major	  Discipline”	  
GE	  SLO	  (thus	  meeting	  our	  benchmark).	  These	  were	  the	  two	  areas	  (Philosophical	  Knowledge	  &	  Faith	  Integration)	  that	  were	  
emphasized	  in	  the	  course.	  Though	  the	  other	  area	  (Philosophy	  &	  the	  Other	  Liberal	  Arts	  Disciplines)	  was	  not	  emphasized	  in	  





Philosophy,	  Critical	  Reasoning;	  Year	  2,	  Fall	  –	  Modern	  Philosophy;	  Spring	  –	  19th-‐20th	  Century	  Philosophy,	  Formal	  Logic.	  We	  will	  require	  
our	  majors	  to	  take	  at	  least	  one	  of	  the	  logic	  courses.	  We	  will	  strongly	  encourage	  philosophy	  majors	  who	  plan	  to	  attend	  a	  philosophy	  
graduate	  program	  to	  take	  the	  Formal	  Logic	  course.	  We	  also	  plan	  to	  talk	  to	  the	  Mathematics	  &	  Computer	  Science	  department	  about	  the	  
possibility	  of	  cross	  listing	  the	  Formal	  Logic	  course	  with	  their	  department.	  We	  will	  also	  propose	  both	  of	  these	  logic	  courses	  as	  means	  to	  
satisfy	  the	  GE	  Reasoning	  Abstractly	  requirement	  (as	  Critical	  Reasoning	  &	  Logic	  currently	  does).	  As	  for	  the	  history	  of	  philosophy	  courses,	  
we	  will	  require	  our	  students	  to	  take	  two	  out	  of	  the	  four	  courses.	  If	  we	  end	  up	  expanding	  our	  major	  from	  36	  to	  40	  or	  44	  units	  we	  may	  



information	  for	  the	  improvement	  of	  student	  learning	  in	  our	  program	  (similar	  to	  Alister’s	  recommendation	  #5).	  
Action	   As	  a	  result	  of	  these	  conversations,	  we	  have	  decided	  to	  do	  the	  following	  three	  things:	  (1)	  We	  will	  seek	  funding	  from	  Tatiana	  

or	  the	  PRC	  for	  a	  possible	  departmental	  retreat	  we	  would	  take	  this	  fall	  (as	  soon	  as	  we	  can	  find	  a	  time	  that	  will	  work	  for	  all	  
three	  of	  us).	  The	  purpose	  of	  this	  retreat	  would	  be	  to	  complete	  the	  “loop-‐closing”	  activities	  that	  we	  have	  allowed	  to	  remain	  



	  
	  

 
IV.!Adjustments	  to	  the	  Multi-‐year	  Assessment	  Plan:	  None	  

 
V.	  	  Appendices	  
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