




Map	  &	  
Multi-‐Year	  
Assessment	  
Plan	  

In	  our	  Curriculum	  Map,	  we	  have	  been	  more	  
specific	  about	  our	  PLO	  assessment	  tools	  and	  we	  
have	  added	  benchmarks	  for	  each	  of	  our	  three	  
PLOs.	  
	  
In	  our	  Multi-‐Year	  Assessment	  Plan,	  we	  have	  
added	  more	  specific	  information	  to	  the	  “Means	  
of	  Assessment/Benchmark”	  section,	  changed	  
who	  is	  in	  charge	  of	  the	  Abstract	  Reasoning	  
assessment,	  and	  added	  more	  specific	  information	  
to	  the	  “Closing	  the	  Loop”	  section.	  We	  have	  also	  
provided	  an	  explanation	  in	  the	  comment	  section	  
of	  the	  circumstances	  that	  have	  led	  to	  our	  closing	  
of	  the	  loop	  in	  the	  Skills	  and	  Integrating	  the	  Major	  
Discipline	  assessments	  to	  be	  delayed.	  Finally,	  we	  
have	  switched	  two	  of	  our	  planned	  assessments	  
(see	  below	  in	  section	  IV).	  

secretary	  to	  post	  them	  on	  our	  
departmental	  website.	  	  

Continue	  
assessment	  
of	  student	  
learning	  in	  
PHI-‐195	  
and	  close	  
the	  loop.	  

Taylor,	  Nelson,	  &	  Vander	  
Laan	  

See	  the	  discussion	  in	  section	  II	  above	  for	  
explanation.	  

We	  will	  close	  the	  loop	  on	  our	  Skills	  PLO	  
assessment	  in	  the	  fall	  of	  2014	  (after	  David	  
returns	  from	  sabbatical).	  According	  to	  our	  
Multi-‐Year	  Assessment	  Plan,	  Taylor	  will	  be	  
assessing	  our	  Virtues	  PLO	  in	  his	  PHI-‐195	  
course	  in	  the	  spring	  of	  2016	  and	  Nelson	  
will	  be	  assessing	  our	  Knowledge	  PLO	  in	  his	  
PHI-‐195	  course	  in	  the	  spring	  of	  2017.	  We	  
will	  be	  sure	  to	  close	  the	  loop	  as	  soon	  as	  
possible	  after	  each	  of	  those	  assessments	  –	  
especially	  after	  the	  second,	  since	  our	  six-‐
year	  report	  is	  due	  in	  the	  fall	  semester	  of	  
2017.	  

Identify	  
which	  data	  

Taylor,	  Nelson,	  &	  Vander	  
Laan	  

The	  assessments	  we	  will	  need	  to	  do	  before	  our	  
next	  six-‐year	  report	  is	  due	  include	  Reasoning	  

We	  will	  devote	  department	  meetings	  to	  
conversations	  about	  what	  kind	  of	  data	  we	  



we	  will	  
need	  for	  
assessing	  
student	  
learning	  in	  
the	  future	  
and	  begin	  
the	  data	  
collection.	  

Abstractly	  (Taylor),	  Philosophical	  Perspectives	  
(All),	  Virtues	  (Taylor),	  and	  Knowledge	  (Nelson).	  	  

need	  and	  what	  sorts	  of	  assessment	  tools	  
will	  work	  best	  to	  collect	  this	  data.	  

Discuss	  
curricular	  
changes	  
identified	  
in	  section	  
IV	  B	  of	  our	  
2012	  
annual	  
report.	  

Taylor,	  Nelson,	  Vander	  
Laan	  

We	  have	  been	  discussing	  the	  possibility	  of	  
dividing	  our	  Critical	  Reasoning	  and	  Logic	  course	  
into	  two	  courses	  (“Critical	  Reasoning”	  and	  
“Logic”).	  We	  have	  also	  been	  talking	  about	  
dividing	  “Ancient	  &	  Medieval	  Philosophy”	  into	  
two	  courses	  (“Ancient	  Philosophy”	  and	  
“Medieval	  Philosophy”)	  and	  “Modern	  &	  
Contemporary	  Philosophy”	  into	  two	  courses	  
(“Modern	  Philosophy”	  and	  “Contemporary	  
Philosophy”).	  

Vander	  Laan	  will	  work	  on	  dividing	  the	  
Critical	  Reasoning	  &	  Logic	  (when	  he	  
returns	  from	  his	  year-‐long	  sabbatical),	  
Taylor	  will	  work	  on	  dividing	  Ancient	  &	  
Medieval	  Philosophy,	  and	  Nelson	  will	  
work	  on	  dividing	  Modern	  &	  
Contemporary	  Philosophy.	  

Discussion:	  The	  projects	  discussed	  in	  this	  section	  are	  the	  tasks	  that	  the	  PRC	  (in	  its	  reply	  to	  our	  2012	  annual	  report)	  asked	  our	  
department	  to	  focus	  on	  during	  the	  20122-‐2013	  academic	  year.	  Because	  of	  the	  lateness	  of	  that	  report,	  Mark’s	  spring	  2013	  sabbatical,	  our	  
inability	  to	  have	  a	  department	  meeting	  during	  the	  summer	  of	  2013,	  and	  David	  Vander	  Laan’s	  sabbatical	  this	  whole	  academic	  year,	  we	  
have	  only	  been	  able	  to	  accomplish	  some	  of	  these	  tasks.	  We	  will	  do	  what	  we	  can	  this	  year	  to	  accomplish	  some	  of	  the	  others.	  But	  we	  will	  
need	  to	  wait	  until	  the	  fall	  of	  2014	  to	  accomplish	  those	  tasks	  that	  require	  all	  three	  of	  us	  to	  be	  together	  to	  do	  them.	  

 
IV.!Adjustments	  to	  the	  Multi-‐year	  Action	  Plan	  
 

Proposed adjustment Rationale Timeline Expected Outcome 

We have switched the 
assessment years for our 
Knowledge PLO and our 
Abstract Reasoning SLO 
assessment. We were going 

We made the switch because 
the Abstract Reasoning SLO is 
so similar to Westmont’s 



to assess the former this year 
and the latter during the 
2016-2017 academic year.  

learning in one of our Abstract 
Reasoning courses this year 
(our spring Critical Reasoning 
& Logic course – PHI 012) to 
contribute to the Critical 
Thinking assessment. 

Nelson). 

The other changes to our 
Multi-Year Plan were 
discussed above in section 
III. 

   

Discussion: If our Abstract Reasoning courses all have to be assessed in the same year when the Abstract Reasoning courses offered 
by the Mathematics & Computer Science department are assessed, then we will switch our Multi-Year Plan back to the way it was. 
 

V.	  	  Appendices	  
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